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Dear All,  
 
Welcome to a new term and a new start to the 
school year.  
 
I am writing this sat with a copy of the latest 
United Nations despatch on climate change 
and  the Nottingham Evening   Post leading the 
front  page with an article on "Choking to Death 
" as Nottingham is named as one of the worst 
cities for air pollution in 2013 .  
 
It is now officially recognised that our politicians 
need to do more to avoid a change in our 
children's fortunes sooner rather than later . 
The tipping point in our future is rapidly 
approaching and unless those in positions of 
influence who sneer and snipe at what we try to 
do have a change of heart we risk poisoning 
generations of children with smog worse than in 
Beijing . This is not far away but here at Trent 
Bridge, Wilford , Dunkirk, Nuthall and  Trowel .  
Your work in school should focus on the key 
issues that help to create a better place fit for 
children to play and learn outdoors not one that 
contributes to 580 deaths per year due to air 
poisoning .(Health and Well -Being Board). 
  
The evidence for change is over whelming 
and  Eco Schools can teach children and 
communities to self review their strategy at 
home and school for reducing energy 
consumption and increase opportunities for 
recycling as well as considering safer ways to 
travel to school and shop locally .  

http://www.nottinghampost.com/Car-fumes-deadly-pollution-kill-580-year/story-24009370-detail/story.html
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NEWS 

 
Thank you for all your efforts at sharing good ideas and practice across the Hub. Remember we 
started this hub because no- one at County Hall level thought it important enough to keep Eco 
Schools going and people would feel isolated and vulnerable . The grants were cut. We started this 
idea that people would like to share and learn from each other and that our practice would be 
cooperative and ethical whilst realistic of all the demands on each member of staff. Use your 
influence to attract new members and schools and share the newsletter with staff and parents via 
your networks at school. We all have many parents with many different roles and employments who 
could pass on the message to Join The Eco Hub .  
 
Hugh is creating different opportunities for training and also currently we are involved in a couple of 
interesting projects you could recreate at your school whether Food Sharing or solar panels .  
However the solid housekeeping work goes on to replace old lights, carpet and curtain areas to 
reduce heat loss, encourage staff as well as children to shut the external doors and for Eco Teams 
to Swat and Shame classrooms for lights and IWBS left on over lunchtime or after school  !  
Some things never change even here !!  
 
However we do have some lovely news regarding a film that the children and staff of Edwalton 
Primary made for the Guardian / UN Habitat Challenge. I am delighted to say that Nottingham came 
third, we got the Bronze, an outstanding achievement and demonstration of what can be achieved 
when we as community work together for the good of all. The energy and love shown by Edwalton 
School for their Foodshare garden has been seen all over the world.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZPQY-DCC18 
 
Persistence is key and an optimistic outlook . You are not alone.  
Brian Owens 
Edwalton Primary School 

Sign up now for Energy Month  

Following the success of Switch-Off Fortnight, the Pod is running its first Energy Month in November 
2014. Itôs an opportunity to educate students all about the energy topic and make a real difference to 
energy usage in school and at home. Activities during the month can teach students where energy 
comes from, what the key issues are, why itôs important to use it efficiently and how to save it.  
 
Energy is the only compulsory topic in the Eco-Schools programme and taking part in this 
campaign is a great way to get the whole school learning about the key energy issues, reduce your 
schoolôs emissions and save money on your energy bills. All the Pod activities are curriculum linked 
which will help you on your sustainable journey towards an Eco-Schools award!  
 
The first 2500 schools who sign up to take part in Energy Month will receive a free resource 
pack containing; posters, a board game, stickers and certificates to reward students and inspire 
everyone to get involved.  

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/live/2014/oct/31/2014-guardian-world-cities-day-challenge-live#block-545389d5e4b0bc0f7af83b33
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZPQY-DCC18
http://jointhepod.org/campaigns/campaign/32?gator_td=XsI1WUJIIZ6nIx5hY3d4HwKMs3LTUqX5MBWteDxXQ0I2pnSGu7KHIoYb9Z333fOVZ6DYFaps3w%2fc%2bR33q8EavcPqGypDD9c5YHkTNPW4AgSI5XnI9%2bTVTQTSNiLdF2jBdwmeyTW9m8fG1lZlXs8rH6ht3LzPj3Uv8cnn5Hxkwt3JlABViA8OVxzEVs3NTdaV1slpk
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The Department of Energy & Climate 
Change (DECC) and the Department for 
Education are working on ways to improve 
energy efficiency across the 22,000 schools in 
England, to reduce their annual energy spend 
of Ã500 million. The DfE has come out in 
support of solar power and has produced 
guidance for schools on the benefits of solar 
PV, with practical advice on how to get started. 
outlining the benefits of Solar PV to schools. 
Before his ódepartureô former Education 
Secretary Michael Gove said of the initiative: 
ñSolar panels are a sensible choice for 
schools, particularly in terms of the financial 
benefits they can bring. It is also a great way 
for pupils to engage with environmental issues 
and think about where energy comes from.ò 
 
The guidance states that the main benefits of going solar are:  
 
1. Reduced electricity bills: schools can make significant savings on their  electricity bills, 

depending on the size of the Solar PV installation, allowing  them spend money on 
educational and recreational programmes, not on  energy. Solar panels can generate 
electricity for 25 years or more so the  cost savings will go on for some time and could be very 
substantial. 

 
2.  Revenue generation: solar PV will generate a steady income stream for  schools over a 20 

year period. Most schools are able to accommodate a  25kWp solar PV system. This could 
generate an annual income of Ã3,435  at current tariff rates. Most PV systems achieve a full 
payback between 10 - 12 years and will generate  revenue streams for another 8 - 10 years.  

 
3.  Reducing CO2 emissions: combating climate change by significantly reducing the school's 

greenhouse gas emissions. Using the above example,  a medium size system can reasonably 
expect to mitigate several tonnes of  greenhouse gas emission each and every year, creating 
significant CO2 savings over the lifespan of a system. 

 
4.  Education and engagement: being able to communicate to the pupils the  benefits of 

sustainability through a working example of renewable technology in their own school will 
provide more direct engagement, particularly in the  subjects of geography, science, design 
and technology and IT. This can also  help to inspire the wider community to take action to 
address climate change.  

 
Read for yourself at www.gov.uk/government/publications/power-to-the-pupils-solar-pv-for-schools 

 
To help schools decide which company to use the DfE have also announced a partnership with 
British Photovoltaic Association (BPVA) "Rated Solar Installer" scheme, a new and unique rating 
programme for the UK solar PV industry which enables customers to find high quality products and 
installers.  
 
Eco Schools have partnered with one of these companies, Solarlec, to provide advice and support 
throughout the process. For more information on this visit the Eco Schools website.  
 

Solar PV for schools ï The benefits  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/power-to-the-pupils-solar-pv-for-schools
http://ratedsolarinstaller.com/
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/schoolservices/ourpartners/solarlec
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/schoolservices/ourpartners/solarlec
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 Could you be an Eco-Schools Ambassador for 2015-2017?  
 
 
The application round for the role of Eco-Schools 
Ambassador is now open, and will close at Monday 15 
December.  
 

Ambassador schools are expected to  
1. have held the Green Flag for four consecutive years 
2. have participated in local, regional or national Eco-
Schools or sustainable education promotional 
activity  and shares advice, expertise, lesson plans etc. 

3. Be working with or involving the wider community with 
their Eco-Schools work 

4. engage with their local Primary and Secondary schools to support their Eco-Schools progression 
5. embed sustainability into the curriculum 
6. demonstrate that sustainability is core to the schools culture,  
7. communicate at least once per term to parents and the wider community advocating sustainable 
good practice. 

The School is litter free and has tackled litter at its entrances (The school must be Grade A or B) 
Read more about what it means to become an Eco-Schools Ambassador. Applicants are asked to 
fill in a short application form as well as submitting a 5 - 10 minute presentation entitled 'Why we 
want to become an Eco-Schools Ambassador 2015". 
 
Read more about the application process and presentation (the presentation will ideally be a video, 
but you can use other media such as a PowerPoint presentation) 

Sign up now >>>  or jointhepod.org/home 
The Grow Your Own Potatoes project is a perfect 
way to teach children all about the potatoes they 
eat; where they come from, how they grow and 
how they can enjoy them as part of a healthy 
balanced diet.  
 
All schools that register to take part will receive a 
FREE growing kit containing everything they 
need to grow two crops of potatoes to harvest 
and then cook. Don't forget also that the project 
is supported by resources linked to the 
curriculum which are available on the 
website: View Teacher resources. Each school 
can sign up for two kits you will just need to use 
two different email addresses.  
 
Once you have planted and looked after your potatoes remember to enter their weights onto the 
website, for a chance to win a prize for your school.  
 
www.gyop.potato.org.uk/ 
 

Grow Your Own Potatoes 

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/applyforanaward/ambassador_role2015
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/applyforanaward/ambassador_role2015/ambassadorprocess2015
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/applyforanaward/ambassador_role2015/Ambassador_Presentation
http://jointhepod.org/campaigns/campaign/32?gator_td=XsI1WUJIIZ6nIx5hY3d4HwKMs3LTUqX5MBWteDxXQ0I2pnSGu7KHIoYb9Z333fOVZ6DYFaps3w%2fc%2bR33q8EavcPqGypDD9c5YHkTNPW4AgSI5XnI9%2bTVTQTSNiLdF2jBdwmeyTW9m8fG1lZlXs8rH6ht3LzPj3Uv8cnn5Hxkwt3JlABViA8OVxzEVs3NTdaV1slpk
http://jointhepod.org/home
http://www.gyop.potato.org.uk/pc67/Teacher-resources
http://www.gyop.potato.org.uk/
http://www.gyop.potato.org.uk/
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New Fairtrade Schools website   
 
 
The new Fairtrade Schools website is 
now LIVE! Itôs full of useful information 
and resources for your school to teach, 
promote and support Fairtrade 
including lesson plans, videos and 
photos, all free to download and use in 
class. 
 
It also has information about the new 
Schools Award and how your school 
can become FairAware, FairActive and a FairAchiever School.  
 
Take a look at  http://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/fairtrade-schools 

Taking part in the Big Tidy Up this autumn is a great way to teach 
young people about the problem of litter. With litter being a major 
issue for many schools across the country, registering your school for 
the Big Tidy Up is an ideal way to teach young people about the 
problem of litter in their local environment. 

 
The issues 
surrounding litter, 
waste and the local 
community fit 
perfectly into many 
areas of the school curriculum and are an ideal 
starting point for many group activities. Free lesson 
plans show how you can incorporate a community 
tidy up into the curriculum.  
If you havenôt already registered, sign up and join 
the thousands of people up and down the country in 
the biggest-ever litter pick!  

On sign-up, youôll be able to order your very own 
Big Tidy Up Kit for free, with tabards, bags, posters, 

Wombles stickers and all the information you need to organise your tidy up. 

www.thebigtidyup.org/schoolsandgroups/1241 

If youôve not already got one the Year Planner is an invaluable 
resource in helping you link topical events into your teaching and 
engage your students in some really exciting nationwide campaigns. 
Plan ahead for the Podôs campaigns ï including Energy Month 
(incorporating Switch-Off Fortnight), Waste Week, Science into 

Schools and The Great EDF Energy Experiment. 

Download is at jointhepod.org/news-and-information/news/article/205 

Big Tidy Up 

Download your new Pod Year Planner for 2014-2015 

http://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/fairtrade-schools
http://www.thebigtidyup.org/Documents/Files/Big%20Tidy%20Up/Primary%20School%20Lesson%20plans.docx
http://www.thebigtidyup.org/Documents/Files/Big%20Tidy%20Up/Primary%20School%20Lesson%20plans.docx
http://www.thebigtidyup.org/home/1221
http://www.thebigtidyup.org/home/1221
http://www.thebigtidyup.org/schoolsandgroups/1241
http://jointhepod.org/news-and-information/news/article/205
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WWFð I Love Amazon Schools 

I Love Amazon Schools is a free initiative supported 
by WWF and Sky designed to offer pupils aged 5-11 
some brilliant free activities, the chance to explore the 
wonders of rainforests, find out why are so crucial to the 
health of our planet and learn what they can do to help 
protect it. There is a Teachersô handbook, new 
worksheets, fact sheets and PowerPoints which have 
been recently updated.  
 
You can register and download the resources at 
https://rainforestrescue.sky.com/activities-for-children-
and-schools/amazon-schools . 

In addition to their already extensive range of free 
resources, new for the 2014 national curriculum 
Action Aid have produced resources on Brazil to 
explore Rio de Janeiro and the Amazon rainforest. 
There are separate resources for Key Stage 1 and 
2 both called, óExplore Brazil: Life and change in 
Rio and the rainforestô. The KS1 pack explore the 
homes and people of Rio de Janeiro, and the 
animals, plants and physical features of the 
Amazon rainforest. Through the KS2 pack pupils 
meet the people of Rio, discover the role of the 
Amazon rainforest in our climate, and explore the 
complexities of deforestation. Both packs are filled 
with factsheets, stunning photopacks and a variety 
of activities. 

 

www.actionaid.org.uk/school-resources/country/Brazil 

Forests for the Future is designed for upper 
Primary learners to explore the local and global 
issues surrounding climate change and 
sustainable development. There is  a focus on 
the role that trees, forests, and people can play in reducing and/or mitigating any negative impacts. 
The Forests for the Future resource seeks to encourage teachers and their learners outdoors ï 
using local trees, parks and woodland areas (private and public) to help understand climate change 
issues, the value of trees in the carbon cycle, and what individuals and schools can do to make a 
difference.  
 
The units, in the resource, relate to the way we value trees and the many benefits we get from them 
as a society. The units cover how we grow, nurture and produce wood from our woodlands and look 
at aspects of forest activity and climate change. There is a short video in each of the units along 
with activity ideas and plans to use, and a focus on the role that trees, forests, and people can play 
in reducing and/or mitigating any negative impacts.  
 

www.forestsforthefuture.co.uk/unit-overview  

Action AidðExplore Brazil Resource Bank 

Forests for the Future Resource 

https://rainforestrescue.sky.com/activities-for-children-and-schools/amazon-schools
https://rainforestrescue.sky.com/activities-for-children-and-schools/amazon-schools
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/school-resources/country/Brazil
https://mail.nottscc.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=_aMrfU-rikCZk56-x6JqIGrj652-q9EIKnI4V6Wi9fVpiYHJEsJGRO9qD5dExc6XQDw6eSfraIE.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fgo.madmimi.com%2fredirects%2f1410514800-56220cdf0519ff328f2cb59a969b6e5b-365f647%3fpa%3d25024574787
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Wild About Plants 

There are even more resources available on the Wild About Plants website including new resources 
that fit with the new curriculum for primary schools, help pupils work scientifically and provide an 
opportunity to explore seasonal change and focus on common plants. In addition many of the 
resources link to adaptations and habitats. They can be downloaded by following the links below. 
  
How have snowdrops adapted for their environment?  

How do light levels affect plants on the woodland floor?  

How do leaves change as they get older?  

Bee Scene  

Bee Scene at the Beach  

The Wild About Plants team hope that the range of resources and workshops available will provide 
opportunities to discover the nature on your doorstep whatever the weather and the season. 
  
Meadow resources 
 
This resource provides a perfect introduction to the meadow habitat allowing pupils to explore their 
local meadow and consider the different clues that tell them how healthy that meadow is. Follow on 
activities such as designing flower keys, exploring meadow food chains, listening to the sounds of 
meadows and bug hunts will be online from spring 2015. If you would like a class pack of free 
meadow resources sent to you please register NOW online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FTJLXSP . 
  
Resources are limited and will be distributed on a first come first served basis. Resources will be 
posted during February / March 2015.  

.Improve your school grounds and the local 
environment by planting free trees in spring 
2015. It's an ideal opportunity for your pupils 
to have fun learning outside the classroom. 
 
Packs of trees come in three sizes; small 
packs of 30 saplings for creating a short 
hedge or small copse of trees and larger packs of 105 or 420 saplings in a range of themes from 
Wildlife to Year-round colour. 
 
Apply early to avoid disappointment as packs are always in high demand.  
 

Free Trees for Schools 

http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Jan2013Snowdrops.pdf
http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Jan2013Light-levels.pdf
http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Jan2013Leaves-change.pdf
http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/beescene/
http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Bee-Scene-May-2013.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FTJLXSP
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/in-your-community/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=schools_free_trees_oct2014
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FREE RESOURCES 

Oxfam Education Resources 

 
Whether youôre teaching a new class, a new curriculum, or just wanting new ways to explore global 
issues, Oxfam have lots of exciting resources and projects to help you. Oxfam Education offers a 
huge range of ideas, resources and support for developing global learning in the classroom and the 
whole school. All of the resources support Education for Global Citizenship ï education that helps 
pupils understand their world and make a positive difference in it.  
 
New resources for this year include:  
 
Stories from Haiti 
In January 2010, a devastating earthquake rocked Haiti's 
capital, Port-au-Prince. It was a story that made headline 
news around the world. But it's not the only story that Haiti 
has to tell. 
Endorsed by the National Association for the Teaching of 
English, these resources enable pupils to develop their 
English skills by exploring some of Haiti's other stories. 
Many activities lend themselves to Guided Reading and 
pupils will develop their speaking and listening skills 
through collaborative learning. Pupils can complete the 
unit by creating their own story of Haiti. 
 
For the Love ofé 
Learn about climate change by taking part in the Climate Coalitionôs For the Love of project. Pupils 
will explore impacts of climate change before writing messages to their MP.  
 
Existing resources can still be downloaded at www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources 
 
Oxfam also provide tools to support taking a whole school approach to global citizenship:  activities 
including curriculum development, CPD, and assemblies, which can be used together to help 
implement the shared vision of your school.  
 
World Shapers is Oxfamôs bespoke programme for schools wishing to work more closely with them 
to embed their global citizenship ethos. 
 
Education for Global Citizenship: A Guide for Schools provides practical ideas for whole school 
planning. 
 
Over to You explains how global citizenship can support curriculum planning at a whole school 
level. 
 
Show Ofsted the World  demonstrates how global learning can help schools meet the new Ofsted 
criteria. 
 
Other Resources and Support contains a collection of assemblies, activities and CPD that can 
support a whole school approach by giving you ideas to use global citizenship across a range of 
spaces in the school. 
 

 

 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/search-results?q=multiple+stories+from+haiti;q1=English;x1=pub_language;urn=;ecid=em_YaE_3738_19813_2014KAA528_Youth%20%26%20Schools_Stories%20from%20Haiti
Learn%20about%20climate%20change%20by%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20Climate%20Coalition’s%20For%20the%20Love%20of%20project.%20Pupils%20will%20explore%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change%20before%20writing%20messages%20to%20their%20MP.
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/whole-school/world-shapers
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/~/media/Files/Education/Global%20Citizenship/education_for_global_citizenship_a_guide_for_schools.ashx
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/~/media/Files/Education/Teacher%20Support/Think%20pieces/Over_to_you.ashx
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/~/media/Files/Education/Teacher%20Support/Think%20pieces/Show_Ofsted_the_world.ashx
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/whole-school/other-resources-and-support

